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on one occasion, not fastening (non serrando lene) the place
well on his return, the cacique escaped the following night.
The governor was so mortified at this that he fell ill, and
was full of spite whenever he saw his empty basket after-
wards.
The other chiefs of Suere and Chiuppa, seeing the gover-
nor's Hi-treatment of his prisoners, burnt the houses, cut
down the fruit trees, carried away the grain from the fields,
and destroyed the country; after which they retired to the
mountains. Affairs were going on thus unfavourably, and
the governor, though still somewhat ailing, yet did not cease
from repeating his attacks on the other cacique, named
Cocori, who continued in chains, and from whom he de-
manded a certain quantity of gold. After having contested
with him for many days, during which the governor threat-
ened several times to put him to death, Cocori persisted that
he had none of the metal to give him. At last he told his
prisoner, that if he did not collect the required quantity of
gold, he should be torn to pieces and eaten by the dogs.
The cacique on hearing these words, not at all intimidated,
accused him of being a liar, for he had often threatened
to kill him and then had not done so; and he declared
that he wished to die rather than live in such misery, bound
as he kept him: he said he had come to visit the governor,
depending on his proffered faith, thinking he should be well
treated instead of being so dishonoured: and finally, that he
could not imagine how Christians could be such a genera-
tion of vipers, committing such great evil wherever they
went; he only wondered how the earth could bear them.
The governor was greatly astonished on hearing this Ian-
gauge; and only answered that he kept him confined
because he was a thief, having stolen his salt and his
honey.
During the progress of these events, the governor had
sent a boat with six Indians down to the sea-shore to one of
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